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Background  

The Love Leamington fund aims to support those facing a form of disadvantage and social 
exclusion in Leamington Spa.  

The fund prioritises and focuses on: 

 Projects with local groups which involve local people in the neighbourhood or 
grassroots based projects. 

 Projects that tackle social isolation and social exclusion.  
 Projects that help vulnerable people to gain strength and self-confidence.  

 

Achieving Results in Communities 

Amount awarded - £500  
Awarded March 2016 

Project – Achieving Results in Communities’ focus was improving the local community by 
regenerating and supporting shops, improving outside areas and encouraging the community to use 
their local town. This project was, to fund a ‘Pocket Park’ in a small concentrated area just off the 
High Street. This is a grass-roots project that works within the neighbourhood.  

Grant report – This project helped improve community engagement when designing the Park. Now 
complete, the park has become a beautiful sight in the town. The project teamed up with an arts 
group in the area, who helped design the 
park and held workshops.  
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All Saints Parish Church  

Amount awarded - £500 
Awarded November 2016 

Project – All Saints Parish Church is in the heart of Leamington. With 
members of the congregation being proud of their town, they wanted 
to restore the large clock that sits at the top of the church, for the 
whole community to see. Once the clock is fitted the Parish council have 
agreed to fund any ongoing maintenance. It benefits not only the 
groups that use the church, but the local community itself, as there is no 
other town clock available.  

Grant report – The restoration of the clock (built 1886) helps the 
community and dignifies the church, which is the "Big Ben" of 
Leamington Spa. Although the project become slightly over budget, 

extra donations from various sources covered this cost. The clock is now fully functioning and stands 
proud in the centre of the town. 

 

Art in the Park 

Amount awarded - £500  
Awarded May 2016 

Project – Art in the Park is a festival to encourage arts, media and creativity in the local community. 
Artists are able to learn new skills – something which is not hugely offered in the local area. This 
grant was for a day workshop for those who are considering taking part in the festival. They will be 
given advice on using Social Media as a tool to advertise their skills. Along with this, the larger 
groups were given an opportunity to meet the budding artist and tell them more about themselves.  

Grant report – The workshop ran smoothly, and was a great help for those artists who needed 
advice about selling and marketing. Since the workshop, there has been an immediate increase on 
people who supplied AITP with their art images for the website and who engaged in broader social 
media. 

 

GRaCE Arts Café 

Amount awarded - £500  
Awarded March 2017 

Project - GRaCE Arts Cafe supports people experiencing loneliness, isolation, anxiety, low mood and 
any other mental health problems. They wanted funding to go towards training for the volunteers 
running the café and to enable more creativity of the planned programme of activities for the 
beneficiaries. 
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Grant report - This programme finishes towards the end of May, when end of grant monitoring will 
be collected.   

Guys Gift 

Amount awarded - £500  
Awarded November 2016 

Project – A bereavement group for Children and Young People, Guy’s Gift wanted funding to carry 
out an after-school club for 4 weeks. This was to help children who have suffered significant 
bereavement, which should have a positive effect on the family. This course will be a group 
therapeutic course, to help demonstrate support one can receive from others during a challenging 
time.   

Grant report – This programme finishes towards the end of May. However, HoECF have had 
experience in the past with this group, and are aware of the great work they do. All previous grant 
monitoring and activity has been good. 

 

Helping Hands Community Project 

Amount awarded - £500 
Awarded March 2016 

Project – This group work with disadvantaged and homeless people. They aim to support with 
clothing and advice. This grant was for leaflets and other publicity to try and reach people who need 
the help.   

Grant report – The group have been able to take the leaflets, pop up banner and business cards to 
various events to share about the work and to advertise where people can get help. The group now 
look much more professional and people can see what they do visibly through our leaflets and 
banners. It is made a huge difference to how they display and advertise their work.  

 

Kids Run Free 

Amount awarded - £490 
Awarded March 2016 and January 2017 

Project – Kids Run Free wanted funding towards a Festival of Sport in Leamington. If successful, the 
group hope this will become an annual event. The event will be staged jointly with Warwick District 
Council and will be free.  

Grant report – This event was built to give children the opportunity to extend their love of physical 
activities in different sports and have the community benefit from this young generation of sport 
lovers.  Children running were from the age of 
18 months old to 16 year olds. The support 
that was received from the community has 
surpassed the club’s expectation, from local 
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businesses, sports clubs, groups and the general public.  

 

Leamington Winter Support Community 

Amount awarded - £426 
Awarded November 2016 

Project – This group support those in the community who are living in hardship, homeless or in 
disadvantage. This project is to provide Christmas gifts to those who would not receive them. It 
helps people with their mental health and social inclusion over the Christmas period.  

Grant report – The group was able to give 40 gifts to their guests. Along with this, they used some of 
the money to help advertise the shelter, to ensure as many people who needed somewhere warm 
and dry could receive it. Many of the people described how the present had ‘made their day’ and in 
one case, they described their gift as ‘the best present he had ever received’.  

 

Milan Group 

Amount awarded - £500 
Awarded March 2016 

Project – This group work with elderly women of the Punjabi community based in Leamington Spa. 
They aim to help those tackling with isolation and exclusion. The purpose of this grant is to fund two 
day trips to Museums based in Derby.  

Grant report – The day trip went well, with all members of the group benefitting. The location of the 
day trip was changed due to a price increase. Instead the group elected to go to Brighton.  

 

Push Projects 

Amount awarded - £500 
Awarded March 2016 

Project – Push applied for a grant of £500 to help cover the cost of putting on Warwickshire Pride 
2016 festival. It was a free charitable festival for the community that aims to ensure that LGBT. 
People are free to express themselves in a positive environment that is all about tolerance and 
acceptance. 

Grant report – This grant was mainly used towards the promotion of the event. This year numbers 
were high and there is demand for the festival to take place in 2017. Many have said the festival 
helps them feel more comfortable with who they are, which has had a positive effect with their 
mental health.  
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Radford Road Church 

Amount awarded - £370 
Awarded November 2016 

Project – This project was to fund a Christmas tree to place in the heart of the local community. It 
can help encourage a sense of community, encourage pride in the neighbourhood and help to break 
down barriers. 

Grant report – The tree was a success and has provided a starting point for the local community to 
come together and to work on a simple project in which everyone was encouraged to participate. 

 

St Mary’s Leamington Priors 

Amount awarded - £450 
Awarded November 2016 

Project – This fund is to help support a local group run by volunteers for a weekly neighbourhood 
community café at St Mary’s, Leamington Priors. This café is a free drop-in service for local residents 
– a place to meet new people, talk and have food – all on a donations-only basis. 

Grant report – This project is still in progress and end of project monitoring has not been received. 

 

TEATRO 

Amount awarded - £500 
Awarded November 2016 

Project – This project is towards theatre related activities for 30 young people from local schools and 
youth organisations. It is anticipated that involvement in the project will build soft skills as well as 
confidence and self-esteem. The applicant is established in the local area and has existing 
relationships with Lillington Youth Centre and Campion School. 

Grant report –This started with a group of fairly inexperienced, gangly and somewhat uncoordinated 
young people who have developed into a group of motivated, 
happy, positive individuals who knew the value of hard work and 
self-discipline. Most of the issues faced were coming to terms with 
self and self-image.  A huge lack of confidence pervaded the group; 
besides the more obvious issues of dyslexia, anger and aggression, 
ADHD and Asperger’s - each person had their own way of 
overcoming these issues, which with the help of the project, they 
have been able to develop themselves.  

The Ups of Downs 

Amount awarded - £500 
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Awarded November 2016 

Project – This project, based in the Manor Ward, aims to support 40 school aged children with 
Downs Syndrome through the continued running of a Saturday group. The group provides an 
opportunity for the children to socialise and participate in activities. Siblings also benefit from the 
opportunity to socialise with other siblings of children with Downs Syndrome as well as parents who 
can relax knowing their children are safe and having fun. 

Grant report – This project has given the children and young people a weekly activity to attend each 
Saturday, reducing social isolation and giving them a purpose and worthwhile activities to enjoy. The 
group came across no real issues, and plan to continue their work.  

 

 

You Can Flourish 

Amount awarded - £500 
Awarded March 2016 

Project – You Can Flourish (known as "Flourish") aims to see self-worth restored, lives rebuilt and 
potential released amongst teenage girls aged 11-18, in the Leamington Spa and Warwick area. The 
group takes place in a local secondary schools. 

Grant report – The project went well, with 100% of the girls believing their self-esteem has 
improved, with an average improvement of 40%. The school have been very impressed with the 
impact of the course and how much the girls have enjoyed it. They have consequently committed to 
paying for a further course to commence in June with a group of Year 9 girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Numbers 

The fund was able to reach just over 57,500 
beneficiaries (50,000 of these were for the Town 
Clock). With this, we are able to go deeper, and find 
out who we supported and for what cause.  

The table below shows the Age Groups funded. 
    

Beneficiaries 
No. of 

Applications  

Children (5- 4 

Beneficiaries 
No. of 

Applications 
Black, Asian and 
minority ethnic 1 
Children and Young 
People 5 

Homeless people 2 

Lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered 
groups 1 

Local residents 5 

People with learning 
difficulties 1 

People Mental Illness 1 
 

The table below gives an indication 
of the Primary Beneficiaries  
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12) 

Adults (26-65) 6 

All Ages 3 

Seniors (65+) 1 
Young people 
(13-18) 2 
 

 

 

Finally, there was a wide variety of different issues the fund covered.  

Arts, culture and heritage 2 

Counselling/Advice/Mentoring 3 

Disability and Access issues 1 
Education, learning and 
training 1 

Environment and improving 
surroundings 1 
Health, wellbeing and serious 
illness 1 
Homelessness 1 
Language, culture and racial 
integration 1 

Social inclusion and fairness 2 
Stronger 
communities/Community 
support and development 3 
 

 

 

 

 


